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Sometimes we need to chal-

lenge ourselves to realize what we 

have already achieved, what kind of 

personal qualities we haven’t discov-

ered yet and if we are able to learn 

anything new. The profession of a 

teacher requires a constant way of 

development and self-education. It is 

great that in our country teachers have 

an opportunity to take part in the con-

test where the most enthusiastic, ad-

venturous and inspired people test 

themselves.  

This wonderful way started at 

the end of 2016. This period of time 

was full of expectations and worries. I 

remember everything as if it was yes-

terday: my first class in the group of 

unknown students and my first self-

presentation in front of people. That 

was unforgettable experience, the one 

rich in busy days, emotions and co-

work with my colleagues. 

It was a surprise for me to learn 

that that I would represent Borisov dis-

trict on the stage of the Regional contest. 

There were teachers of foreign languages 

from each district of Minsk region and 

after the first challenge – the video of the 

lesson – there were only five, I was 

among them.  

A new life started. New ideas 

appeared. New emotions experienced. 

New people inspired. I attended the 

workshops of the teachers who had par-

ticipated in such contests, analyzed the 

articles of highly qualified specialists and 

tried to introduce something new into my 

practice but follow my own way of 

teaching.  

March 2017. The hardest days 

ever – I thought. Tests, a class in the 

group of unknown students, the work-

shop for the 3rd-year students of Belarus-

ian State Pedagogical University – I was 

satisfied with everything. Then the par-

ticipants had a very exciting challenge – 

a 15-minute class with the others on 

stage. My task was to teach those who 

had never spoken English to tell foreign-

ers about themselves as Belarusians. 

Then we had a public speech on our 

teaching experience and self-

presentations. It was interesting enough 

to witness how creative, artistic and tal-

ented people surrounded me at that mo-

ment. The contest was over and I learnt 

that my way in that contest hadn’t fin-

ished – I would take part in the republi-

can contest of the teachers – 2017.  

 

Yulia Vladimirovna Stepanova 

    A new life started. New ideas appeared. New 

emotions experienced. New people inspired.             
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The summer of hard work. I 

had to enrich my knowledge, improve 

my professional skills and practise a lot.  

I systematized all the experi-

ence of mine, collected the interactive 

multimedia products I had created be-

fore. The idea of all that material was to 

develop students’ cognitive flexibility. I 

prepared the lessons, consulted the 

teachers of Gymnasia №3 and the tutors 

of Minsk Regional institute of develop-

ment of education and held the work-

shops for teachers of Borisov district 

and Minsk region. The final stage of the 

contest seemed to the most difficult and 

demanding one as I had to concentrate 

on it only. I am so grateful to my col-

leagues for their support and help.  

I am so grateful to my col-

leagues for their support and help. I 

want to say ‘thanks’ to Yelena Ve-

niaminovna because that was she who 

was there for me at that time.  As for 

the final challenge I was excited to see 

myself standing on stage with those teach-

ers who had achieved a lot, whose names 

were spread and famous around Belarus. 

Watching them while working, preparing 

and performing was wonderful – I tried to 

notice what I could take for my further 

activity. The public performance, the clas-

ses with unknown students, the workshops 

– all this made me stronger as a personali-

ty and more experienced as a teacher. I am 

so thankful that one day I agreed to take 

part in such an adventure, it discovered 

new horizons and opportunities for my 

work, it greatly inspired and ‘infected’ me 

with new ideas which I intend to fulfil 

with my students, I got ready to gain and 

share more and more. The result of my 

participations is even more than satisfying. 

I hope that I didn’t let anybody down. I 

believe that my students are proud of me 

as much as I am proud of being their 

teacher as my success is theirs. And let 

that glass crane, the symbol of the contest, 

give us the wings to fly. 

My Way to the Top 

    Let that glass crane, the symbol of the     

contest, give us the wings to fly. 
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In April 2017 I took part in 

the contest of research papers “Prizma 

– 2017” in Moscow, Russia. I went to 

Moscow with my teacher of English 

Yuliya Alfredovna Volkova and an-

other student of our gymnasia Kirill 

Belyi. Our adventure started on the 

21st of April with travelling by train. 

It was great! We arrived in Moscow at 

5.30 a.m. with mixed feelings. We 

didn’t know what to expect and it was 

really difficult to predict what this day 

would bring.  

The conference was held at 

Gymnasia 1551. The gymnasia is a 

modern building on the outskirts of 

Moscow. The contest has been held 

for 5 years and gained recognition not 

only in Moscow but also in other cit-

ies of Russia and Belarus. There was 

even one participant from China. Stu-

dents from 7 to 11 forms take part in 

the contest with their research papers 

in such subjects as Mathematics and 

Engineering, Physics, Chemistry, Lin-

guistics and Literature, Art, Music. 

Special attention is paid to social pro-

jects, innovations in teaching and 

school management. All this makes 

the participation in the conference not 

only interesting but very responsible. 

The participants of the conference 

were welcomed with warm atmos-

phere. The contestants were divided 

into 7 sections. All facilities such as 

well-equipped classrooms, computers 

and multimedia were available to all 

students. I presented my work “New 

Words in English or How to Keep up 

with Vocabulary”, Kirill presented his 

research in Math. Though I had taken 

part in two conferences and practised 

public speaking and presentation skills 

before, the participation in “Prizma” was 

a real challenge for me. I was really 

nervous. Fortunately, my speech came 

off well and I managed to answer all the 

questions I was asked. It was quite suc-

cessful and I was really excited but at the 

same time worried about the results of 

the conference. We had to wait for 3 

hours for the announcement of the win-

ners. At the final ceremony I was award-

ed the second diploma which was unbe-

lievable and very rewarding. Kirill got 

the third diploma. It was such a relief! 

But it was only the first part of the 

“programme” we had planned. The other 

was to visit the great sights of the Rus-

sian capital.  

So next after a two-hour rest in 

the hostel where we stayed we went to 

see Red Square and the Kremlin. We 

were mesmerized by the grand beauty of 

this historic place, the elaborate brightly 

domed Saint Basil's Cathedral, the 

Lenin's Mausoleum, the Spasskaya Tow-

er with its impressive clock and the ruby 

star we have seen so many times on TV, 

the Resurrection Gate and the Iberian 

Chapel,  the bronze Statue of Kuzma 

Minin and Dmitry Pozharsky. We 

walked through the square to the GUM 

Department Store with its famous foun-

tain which has been the meeting point for 

people for many years. We tried lemon-

ade and ice-cream and felt the special 

atmosphere of this place. It was getting 

late and we had to return to the hostel.  

A Journey from Borisov to Moscow 

The participation in “Prizma” was a real challenge 

for me.  
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By the way, it was only a fif-

teen-minute walk from Red Square.  

We were impressed by the 

number of tourists from different coun-

tries walking along the streets. It was 

such an indescribable feeling of being 

part of this special place. I should also 

mention the unusually cold weather for 

this time of the year with the tempera-

ture about 5 degrees above zero and 

occasional rain and even snow and bit-

terly cold wind. But it couldn’t spoil the 

impression of the city.  

The next day we visited the 

Central Children’s Store (Detsky Mir) 

which is the largest complex of chil-

dren's stores in the world with another 

famous clock. It is among the five larg-

est mechanical clocks in the world such 

as Big Ben, the carillon of the Mos-

cow's Kremlin, the clock on the "Clock 

Tower" in Prague or of the clock of the 

city of Ganzhou. We climbed to the top of 

the building to get a breathtaking view of 

Moscow from above. After that we took a 

ride by the newest technological means of 

transport in Moscow The Moscow Central 

Circle. 130 trains per day circulate around 

the circle line, with a frequency of 5–6 

minutes during the rush hours, and 10–15 

minutes at other times which definitely 

solves the problem of traffic in such a big 

city as Moscow. We also walked along the 

Alley of Cosmonauts dedicated to the fa-

mous Conquerors of Space.  We were re-

ally impressed by the large stone memori-

als of important figures in the Soviet and 

Russian space programme in the park-like 

avenue. That was the last point of our 

sightseeing tour. We had to leave Mos-

cow. I can say it was a real adventure full 

of great emotions and experiences. I will 

never forget it and hope to visit it again 

some day. 

Elizaveta Dobrovolskaya, student of 10 B form  

I can say it was a real adventure full of great 

emotions and experiences. 
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UNESCO club «Paparats-kvetka» celebrates International Days. Each 

year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 Septem-

ber. The General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening 

the ideals of peace, both within and among all nations and peoples. On this day 

members of our club drew a peace tree with the students of our gymnasia togeth-

er, made paper doves, told students about the history of this day and organized a 

flash-mob «I’m a citizen of the world». 

In October our members were in «Zubryonok» where they took part in 

different training courses and developed their skills, prepared  their own train-

ings. 

 In October we became a UNESCO club. Before it we were a club-

candidate. 

In November we took part in MINTMUN («Minsk Model United Na-

tions Conference»). More than 200 representatives of educational institutions of 

Belarus and Europe were the participants of the conference. The purposes of  

MINTMUN  are to develop communication and critical thinking skills such as 

leadership, teamwork, policy analysis, research, active listening and public 

speaking; to develop diplomatic skills and learn about foreign policy;  to form 

common responsibility for the future of humanity; to practice global tolerance 

and self-respect, acquaintance with economic, political and ecological situation 

in the modern world; to promote Sustainable Development Goals. A 4-day pro-

gram included an opening ceremony, UN committee sessions (Security Council, 

Economic and Financial Committee,  Human Rights Council, etc.), cultural pro-

gram (work-shops, excursions for foreign participants) and closing ceremony. 

Working language is English. 

 

Yelena Garmak. We’ve become a UNESCO 

club 
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International Volunteer Day  is held each year on 5 December. It is viewed 

as a unique chance for volunteers and organizations to celebrate their efforts, to 

share their values, and to promote their work among their communities, non-

governmental organizations (NGOs), government authorities and the private sec-

tor. On this day we took part in the district social event « The Fair of Voluntary 

Initiatives». We take part in charity actions, visit Borisov Orphans'’ House every 

year. 

On December 21-22 2 members of our club took part in a training course 

"Stories About Us. Stories For Us". It is a project dedicated to the topics of human 

rights and hate speech, carried out by LYVS (supported by European Youth Foun-

dation). The objectives of the project are to explore what young Belarusians know 

about hate speech, how they react to it, to promote the human rights, to bring 

awareness about hate speech and internet literacy to young Belarusians. 

On December 23-24 we took part in Winter University of UNESCO clubs. 

Our infomanager Kate Rybakova held a training dedicated to tolerance. Our mem-

bers took part in French dance workshops, trainings, a city quest and got certifi-

cates. 

Yelena Garmak 

Yelena Garmak. We’ve become a UNESCO club 
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I was born on October 7, 1991 in Borisov. I studied at the Belarus-

ian gymnasia #2. In 2014 I graduated from Minsk State Linguistic Univer-

sity. In 2015 I took my Master’s degree in pedagogical sciences. From 

2015 I am a student of a postgraduate programme in general pedagogics.  

My career as a teacher began in 2012 at school #122 in Minsk. 

Right now I am an English teacher at gymnasia #3.  

My pedagogical style is democratic. Students are rightful partners 

during my lessons. I use podcasts, videos and electronic apps at lessons. 

One of important parts of my lessons is reflexive activity. Students should 

evaluate their own work, work of other students, teacher’s work. It is in-

teresting to know what my students feel during lessons.   

I take part in different national and international conferences, write 

scientific articles in magazines, edited volumes. 

My passion is travelling. Spain, Italy, France, Austria, the UK, 

Germany, Czech Republic, Sweden – I hope many other countries will be 

added to this list. 

Coffee is my second passion. I am a coffeeman! I can drink up to 7 

cups per a day. Do I have problems with my health? No, I don’t. I drink 

coffee with milk! 

My motto – never give up! Our life is not as difficult as it could 

be. We should enjoy every day!  

New Teachers— New Ideas. Nikita 

Yevgenievich Burdyko 
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I have been taking part in the Olympiad in English for 5 years. It 

has never been easy. To show good results at the Olympiad you have to 

do a lot of grammar, practise listening skills, develop your speaking 

skills. It takes a lot of time and effort. You have to prepare yourself for 

the competition where everyone wants to do their best in order to win.  

Last week I took part in my most difficult Olympiad. It was 

Minsk Region level. It was held in the town of Dzerzhinsk on January 8-

12 2018. Dzerzhinsk has been already hosting the Olympiad in Foreign 

Languages for 4 years and has its own traditions and special atmosphere 

of competition, knowledge and friendship. 110 participants from big and 

small towns and villages of Minsk Region came to compete for diplo-

mas in English, German, French, Spanish and even Chinese. 23 of them 

were students of the 10th form who study English. The participants 

stayed in the hostel of the Agro-Technical College. It has very good fa-

cilities for those who come to the Olympiad. The rooms were cozy and 

warm. The food was delicious. Most participants were friendly and nice. 

The event started with the Opening Ceremony. A lot of talented 

young singers and dancers from schools of Dzerzhinsk district wel-

comed the guests with wonderful performances. On the first day we had 

Lexical-Grammar Test. Then we had to show our communicative skills 

in the second “Speaking” tour. That was the most challenging and 

stressful part of the whole Olympiad. To make a good impression on the 

jury you have to concentrate on the topic, use elevated vocabulary and 

correct grammar and be logical. On the third day we had Listening 

Comprehension test. It was really difficult but I managed to cope with it.  

Taking part in the Olympiad was valuable and unforgettable ex-

perience for me. Naturally, I was anxious about the results of the Olym-

piad. I didn’t know what to expect, it was hard to predict the results. I 

was really happy to know that I had succeeded. At the Closing Ceremo-

ny I got the 1st Diploma. It was an indescribable feeling of joy! For 

some seconds I thought that it was over but I soon realized that I would 

have to prepare for the final step of the Olympiad. So, my way to suc-

cess is only beginning.  

Daria Volkova.  My way to success is only              

beginning 

  It was valuable and unforgettable experience 
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I think that charity is something very bright and pleasant. 

In my opinion many people ask themselves the questions: 

’’How can I help poor people?’’ or ‘’ What should I do to help 

them have a better life?’’ They are philosophical questions and 

nobody knows how to answer them.  

I think that every person can donate something even 

poor. Someone donates money, someone-unnecessary things, 

but others give love, care and of course time. When you donate 

something it is already volunteering. But it will be grater if you 

donate time. In my opinion the most expensive currency all 

over the World is time. Some people have a lot of money but 

they haven’t got time to help people in need and these people 

have to donate money. Unfortunately some people give money 

to appear above kind and merciful people. I think that these ac-

tions need to be stealth, because people who do it expect any-

one to appreciate their help. 

I would like to tell you an example of the unselfishness. 

In December some volunteers from Britain visited 

Borisov orphanage.  And my teacher, my friends and I went 

there too.  I was surprised how friendly the volunteers were. 

They not only donated time to come to our country from Brit-

ain and played with children but bought a lot of presents for 

them. I can’t say that they are very rich. They are ordinary peo-

ple. It means that all people can donate something. 

And what is charity for you? 

                           Elizaveta Dobrovolskaya, form10 “B” 

What is charity or how to  give people a helping 

hand? 

          It is not how much we give but how  

           much love we put into giving. 

                                                Mother Teresa 
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The world is developing faster and faster. New gadgets and tech-

nologies appear almost every day. New means of communication were 

born during the last century and the young prefer to communicate via the 

Internet or mobile phones, because it’s very fast and easy. The new era 

demands us to be PC literate and be ready for changes and challenges. The 

up-today teachers should be knowledgeable not only in the spheres of 

pedagogics and methodology, but in the IT sphere too. That’s why an 

amazing creative idea came up to the mind of Yulia Valerievna Bonchen-

kowa. She decided to create the first English blog in our school. It has a 

wonderful name “English Kettle”. It was created not only for teachers but 

for pupils too. Everyone can easily find the blog on our gymnasia website. 

There you will be able to find various materials on different topics: stu-

dents’ projects, quizzes, crosswords, recipes, songs, videos and many oth-

er interesting things. So if you need some creative ideas or you want to 

share your own ones you are always welcome. 

Yulia Valerievna Bonchenkowa. 

The First English Blog 
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Those who educate children well 
are more to be honoured, 
for these only gave life, 
and those – the art of living. 
                                    Aristotle 

I heard the words given above 

from my teacher at university and 

they have lightened my life for so 

many years. When I was a school-girl 

my teacher of biology once told me 

that I could be a good teacher. I was 

taken aback then because never in my 

life did I dream of becoming a teacher 

though I enjoyed being at school and 

was always top of my class in all the 

subjects. On finishing school I was 

awarded a golden medal and having 

sailed through the entrance exam in 

chemistry with flying colours I en-

tered the Mogiliov Technological In-

stitute.  

Soon I realized that work in 

public catering was not my cup of tea. 

I didn’t want to be in the wrong job so 

I was bold enough to change my lot. 

Though my favourite subjects at 

school were mathematics, physics, 

chemistry and biology I worshiped 

people who knew foreign languages, 

thus I entered the Minsk State Peda-

gogical Institute of Foreign Lan-

guages. Only on entering the Institute 

did I come to know that my future 

profession would be teaching, which 

left me indifferent then.  

 When I was a four-year stu-

dent we were sent to schools for a 

probation period. It turned out at once 

that I was cut out to be a teacher. Les-

son in and lesson out I gained more and 

more esteem for the profession. I saw 

that thanks to my institute teachers I was 

good at teaching and I just liked it! I 

can’t call I took up teaching, it’s better to 

say teaching “took up” me.  

In the prim of my youth after the 

graduation from the Alma-Ata Pedagogi-

cal Institute of Foreign Languages I en-

tered School №15 with a profound study 

of English, spent 24 years here, never 

regretted a single moment of it and still 

have nothing to repent of.  

On my first day at the school as a 

teacher I met a class of lively inquisitive 

children but I felt quite competent and 

had strong confidence in myself. I never 

doubted for a moment my ability to keep 

order in class or to impart knowledge to 

my pupils. 

 

They say that we learn while we 

teach and I learned much both from my 

students and my colleagues. Since my 

first days at the school I got under the 

spell of personality of Anna Ivanovna 

Smantser  and gained much from her 

wisdom. Life in the school around me 

gave me food for thought so I got more 

experience of teaching in the process of 

interaction with my skillful colleagues 

R.N. Kopeikina, L.O. Tiktinskaya, Z.P. 

Zolina, L.A. Baranova. It was a revela-

tion to me that my profession was most 

pleasant and worth all the efforts because 

it was rewarding and dear. 

 

 

Elena Veniaminovna Karasyova 

“To be interesting you have to get interested”  
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We must be 

learned as well 

as neat, 

With high IQs 

and steady feet, 

We must be 

firm yet we can’t 

be rude, 

And this must be 

our customary 

attitude. 

 
 



I got to like my profession in 

the process of teaching. I’ve always felt 

affection for my pupils and been fond 

of them as individuals. If asked about 

the most memorable pupil or event I’d 

say that everyone was unique in their 

own way and every lesson gave me 

much joy and pleasure. I always feel at 

home in teaching and my students al-

ways respond to my way of teaching. I 

never considered my students to be the 

raw material for my career but treated 

them with consideration and respect. 

My favourite teacher at the Al-

ma-Ata Institute Rimma Sergeevna 

Gazarkh used to repeat: “To be interest-

ing you have to get interested” so self-

development is the chief aim of my life. 

I am dead sure that education never 

ends therefor I take much interest in 

books and films (not connected with 

education), theatre and surfing the Net. 

There is no denying the fact 

that life always casts problems for 

young specialists in any job and is a 

bitter struggle against all sorts of odds. 

I wish my young colleagues were deter-

mined not to give in and were a tough nut 

to crack. I must stress the importance of 

personal magnetism of a teacher, the abil-

ity to communicate knowledge. Remem-

ber: you won’t have any problems with the 

brains of the pupils engaged; trouble be-

gins when their brains are idle. Always 

rack your brains for new approaches in 

methods and children dealing, be a think-

ing personality guided by the main method 

of trial and error. Don’t give way to dog-

mas in teaching: let your teaching come 

from your heart, not from your mouth.  

We have many things to consider 

in our teaching duty and a teacher has to 

be a Jack-of-all-trades. It goes without 

saying that the work of a teacher is nerve-

racking and has a grave consequence on 

our health which is our sacrifice upon the 

altar of education.  A fresher in a teaching 

career becomes a good specialist if they 

remember the rule: knowledge + hard 

work = success. Always forgive your stu-

dents their weaknesses and pick up happi-

ness here and there all through the day.  

And last but not least: don’t take every-

thing for granted and think for yourself! 

Elena Veniaminovna Karasyova 

“Self-development is the chief aim of my life.”  

2017-2018 

Remember: 

you won’t have any 

problems with the 

brains of the pupils 

engaged; trouble 

begins when their 

brains are idle. Always 

rack your brains for 

new approaches in 

methods and children 

dealing, be a thinking 

personality guided by 

the main method of 

trial and error. Don’t 

give way to dogmas in 

teaching: let your 

teaching come from 

your heart, not from 

your mouth.  



To me, choosing a career seemed 

easy and natural: my both parents 

were teachers of English and teach-

ing was the only possible choice to 

make. I finished school in 1995, en-

tered Minsk State Linguistic Universi-

ty and graduated from it with per-

fect grades. The university years 

were enjoyable and full of endless 

fun, great friendship and new im-

pressions. I had my first teaching ex-

perience during my fifth year in a 

school in Minsk. Even then I didn’t 

take all that seriously and didn’t 

think of teaching as “calling”. Any-

way, working at school was quite 

interesting and helped to learn 

some basics of this profession and 

some other significant things such as 

to treat pupils with respect, to be 

sensitive to other peoples’ feelings 

(though some would say it’s neither 

important nor necessary), to be flex-

ible (which is one of the most essen-

tial qualities for a teacher) and to be 

well-organized.  

Frankly speaking, this profession has 

always had some very attractive fea-

tures for me: you find yourself in a 

new situation every day, it’s never 

boring, you communicate with peo-

ple, you learn something all the 

time, it’s creative and artistic, chal-

lenging and rewarding. It’s reward-

ing firstly because I like what I am 

doing and get positive emotions and 

then because of smart students I 

have and the opportunity to see 

their constant progress and devel-

opment. In my opinion, Gymnasia 

№3 is the best place for teaching 

Yuliya Alfredovna Volkova 

           My motto is “He is able who thinks he is       

able”(Buddha)” 
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Though I must admit that for me 

working in Gymnasia №3 is a con-

stant challenge because I have had a 

lot of “demonstration” lessons and 

workshops, have taken part in Olym-

piads and contests, sometimes have 

done what seemed “the impossi-

ble”, and strangely, even enjoyed all 

this. There are a lot of great quotes 

that help me in my profession: 

“Teachers are expected to reach un-

attainable goals with inadequate 

tools.  

The miracle is that at times they ac-

complish this impossible 

task.” ( Haim G. Ginott). And one of 

my favourite is: “The best teachers 

teach from the heart, not from the 

book” (author unknown). Of course, 

you have to know your subject per-

fectly, know about and be able to 

use the latest methods of teaching, 

the newest technologies and the 

best techniques imaginable, but the 

main thing is that you just love what 

you are doing, have interest in what 

is happening around and always 

strive for perfection. And that’s 

why my motto is “He is able who 

thinks he is able (Buddha)”. You 

think how to motivate your pupils 

not make them learn English, how 

to make every lesson interesting for 

every student and leave something 

not only in their heads but also in 

their hearts, encourage and inspire 

them and develop their best quali-

ties and improve all the time. It’s 

not just “you must… or mustn’t do 

something”, it’s the ability to make 

quick decisions, always be up to the 

highest 

standard in 

everything, 

be flexible 

and optimis-

tic and be 

yourself.   

Yuliya Alfredovna Volkova 

2017-2018 

 

Encourage and inspire them and develop their best qualities and improve all the 

time. It’s not just “you must… or mustn’t do something”, it’s the ability to make 

quick decisions, always be up to the highest standard in everything, be flexible 



 

                            

2017-2018 

Svetlana Anatolievna Avsievich 

                 Rising Stars 

 

    Mein Motto, das mich in meinem Leben 

führt, ist so: in Gedanken und Taten immer 

ehrlich und gerecht zu sein 

Beendigung der Schule:1980 

1980 bezog ich die Minsker Staatliche Pädagogische Hochschule für 

Fremdsprachen  

1985 begann ich Arbeit als Englischlehrerin an der Mittelschule № 2 in 

der Siedlung Schumilino im Gebiet Witebsk. 

     2011 erhielt ich die höchste pädagogische  Qualifikation. Im Laufe 

meiner pädagogischen  Arbeit wurde ich mit einigen Urkunden ausge-

zeichnet. Mein Hobby ist Haushalt, vor allem Kochen. 

    Ich habe früher nicht geglaubt, dass Lehre meine Berufung ist. Aber 

das Leben hat bewiesen, dass der Beruf der Lehrerin zur wichtigsten 

Beschäftigung für mich wurde. Meine Tante war Russischlehrerin. Ich 

wollte in der Kindheit auch Russisch unterrichten. Aber eine besondere 

Vorliebe für die deutsche Sprache hat gesiegt. Ich bedauere gar nicht, 

dass ich den Beruf der Lehrerin gewählt  habe. Jetzt stelle ich mein Le-

ben ohne diesen Beruf nicht vor.  

 

 

 

 

1995 kam meine Familie nach Borissow zur Stelle des Militärdienstes 

meines Mannes. Man hat mir Arbeitsplätze in den Schulen Nr. 1, 9 und 

15 vorgeschlagen. Als erste habe ich selbst Schule Nr. 15 gewählt. Mich 

hat man hier so herzlich angenommen. Ich bin immer stolz darauf, dass 

ich hier so lange arbeite. Die interessanteste Stunde war für mich meine 

erste Stunde in der 10. Klasse. Ich war jung und meine Schüler waren 

nur einige Jahre jünger als ich. Ich war sehr aufgeregt. Ich musste mein 

Bestes tun, um ihnen zu gefallen. Aber  es gelang mir, ab der 1. Stunde 

Interesse zur englischen Sprache zu erwecken. 

Ich meine, dass Schülerinnen und Schüler ihre Lehrer unterrichten 

können. Kommunikation im Unterricht, Meinungsaustausch,  Er-

folge der  Schüler bereichern die Lehrer.  Die Schüler sind die 

Fortsetzung ihrer Lehrer. Ich halte tief in meinem Herzen zwei 

Schülerinnen: das sind Olga Banewitsch aus Schumilino (Schule 

Nr. 2)und Natalja Sergejewa aus Borissow (Schule Nr. 15).  



Olga ist jetzt Lektorin an der Universität in Witebsk. Natalja lebt in den USA, 

aber erinnert sich immer an die Schule Nr. 15. Sie hat ihr Leben mit der Deut-

schen Sprache verbunden und dankt mir immer für die ersten Kenntnisse im 

Deutschen. 

Aber  es gelang mir, ab der 1. Stunde Ich meine, dass Schülerinnen und Schüler 

ihre Lehrer unterrichten können. Kommunikation im Unterricht, Meinungsaus-

tausch,  Erfolge der  Schüler bereichern die Lehrer.  Die Schüler sind die Fort-

setzung ihrer Lehrer. Ich halte tief in meinem Herzen zwei Schülerinnen: das 

sind Olga Banewitsch aus Schumilino (Schule Nr. 2)und Natalja Sergejewa aus 

Borissow (Schule Nr. 15). Olga ist jetzt Lektorin an der Universität in Witebsk. 

Natalja lebt in den USA, aber erinnert sich immer an die Schule Nr. 15. Sie hat 

ihr Leben mit der Deutschen Sprache verbunden und dankt mir immer für die 

ersten Kenntnisse im Deutschen. 

Meiner Meinung nach ist die moderne Stunde eine Innovation der klassischen 

Stunde. Diese Innovation ist durch die Forderungen der Zeit hervorgerufen. Die 

Kommunikation steht an der ersten Stelle, das ist das Ziel der modernen Stunde. 

Der moderne Lehrer muss modern sein, d.h. er muss moderne Lehrmethoden, 

darunter Informationsmethoden, in seiner Arbeit benutzen. Er muss kreativ sein 

und seine Stunden interessant gestalten. Der moderne Lehrer darf nicht gleich-

gültig gegen seine Arbeit und seine Schüler sein  

Mein Ratschlag für junge Lehrer und Lehrerinnen: Seien Sie immer intelligent 

in den Beziehungen zu ihren Kollegen und Schülern 

 

 Svetlana Anatolievna Avsievich 

                 Rising Stars 
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Yelena Ivanovna Stabrovskaya 

                 Rising Stars 

 

     I finished school in 1982. In 1986 I entered Minsk State Pedago-

gical Institution of Foreign Languages. After studying I got married 

and gave birth to my son, that’s why I had to stay at home and take 

care of my son. So my first experience as a teacher I got three years 

later at school № 15. This school turned out to be a nice place for 

teaching and the pupils were smart and intelligent. That’s why I ha-

ve been working at this wonderful place for more than twenty years. 

 My personal goal for my future classroom is to challenge students 

and watch them grow to their full potential. I want to see my stu-

dents develop together for the betterment of each individual. There-

fore, group work is the key to having a successful class and is so-

mething I value. The impact of group work, when students help fel-

low students, changes each person and transforms the atmosphere of 

the class as a whole. 

     In my classroom, I want students to have freedom that allows 

them to be creative. Students should be able to experiment with li-

kes and dislikes and to realize their strengths and weaknesses. 

     Teaching young minds is a task that cannot be taken lightly. It is 

full of challenges, frustrations, and responsibilities. However, it is a 

task that is also full of excitement, wonder, and joy. I strongly belie-

ve that all children are capable of learning, if they have the proper 

motivation and direction from their teachers. As a teacher I need to 

aware of learning, motivation, behavior, and development theories 

in order to relate to my students and push them to reach their full 

potential. It is my duty to see that all my students are being moti-

vated; this is only fair to the students. They deserve my time and 

full attention in regards to their education.  One of my goals is to 

use preventive and supportive behavior strategies more than correc-

tive. I hope to achieve this by engaging lessons and clear expecta-

tions. Another goal I have for myself is to be objective to all the stu-

dents. From my educational experience, I know how valuable tea-

cher‘s encouragement and motivation is for personal motivation. As 

an English teacher, I desire to help the students understand and con-

tinue to learn the language. 

It’s nice to be important, it’s more important to be nice.  

If the teacher is 

able to understand 

the student,  

imbued with his 

cherished desire, 

    he will certainly                   

pick up the key to 

the student's heart 



     When you leave school you understand that the time to choose 

your future profession has come. It’s not an easy task to make the 

right choice of a job. As the years passed I changed my mind a lot 

of times. And I decided to be a teacher. I knew it was difficult to 

become a good teacher. You should know the subject you teach 

perfectly; you must be well-educated and well-informed. An igno-

rant teacher teaches ignorance, a fearful teacher teaches fear, a bo-

red teacher teaches boredom. But a good teacher develops in his 

students the burning desire to knowledge. As John Steinbeck once 

said, a great teacher is a great artist and you know how few great 

artists there are in the world. Teaching might even be the greatest 

of the arts. It’s a great responsibility to bring up children. That’s 

why teachers are deeply respected. I graduated from the Mogilev 

University. I specialize in English and History. I have been 

teaching English in Gymnasia №3 for 20 years. 

Yelena Petrovna Garmak 

                 Rising Stars 



their names.” (John F. Kennedy)  I 

think teaching is my calling. My 

teacher of English influenced my 

choice of profession. I don`t re-

gret of becoming a teacher,  but 

now if I had a choice, I `d take up 

another job. I’ m sure our gymna-

sia №3 is one of the best (but not 

the best)  I’ m  proud of being a 

teacher here. All my lessons are 

interesting .   I LOVE ALL MY PU-

PILS and keep them all in my heart 

always and always.   I would say 

the one of the primary difference 

between the contemporary les-

sons and the lessons of the past is 

in the name, traditional lesson  is 

teacher-centered while contem-

porary lesson  is student-

centered. An up-to-date teacher 

must keep up to date with devel-

opments in his/her  subject area, 

new resources, methods and na-

tional objectives. An up-to-date 

teacher mustn’t  use a pupil to 

demonstrate something negative 

and in so doing making him/her 

feel singled out and self con-

scious. When somebody comes to 

me for advice, I find out the kind 

of advice they  want, and I give it 

to them. The best advice I can give 

is to ignore advice. Life is too 

short to be distracted by the opin-

ions of others. 

 I finished school  №1 in  Krasno-

selskii,  Grodno region in 1989  

In 1989  I entered MSLU. After fin-

ishing it in 1994 I started working 

in the city settlement of Ross 

school №1.I have a qualification 

of a teacher of English and Ger-

man 

I think real rewordings are Med-

als, I have no medals so I have no 

rewordings. 

I like reading quotes by famous 

people. e.g.  “Good teaching is 

one-fourth preparation and three-

fourths theater”. (Gail Godwin) 

“Knowledge speaks, but wisdom 

listens.” (Jimi Hendrix), “Forgive 

your enemies, but never forget 

2017-2018 

Ludmila Mikhailovna Golosovskaya 

                 Rising Stars 

This leads me:  
‘’Take time to laugh. 
It is the music of the 
soul. 
Take time to think. 
It is the source of pow-
er. 
Take time to play. 
It is the source of per-
petual youth. 
Take time to read. 
It is the fountain of wis-
dom. 
Take time to pray. 
It is the greatest power 
on Earth. 
Take time to love and 
be loved. 
It is a God-given privi-
lege. 
Take time to be friendly. 
It is the road to happi-



     I finished school in 1972 and 

the same year I entered Minsk State 

Pedagogical Institute of Foreign 

Languages. I started working as a 

teacher of English in 1977. I have 

been working as a teacher for 36 

years already.  

 

     I’ve got a lot of interests and 

hobbies. I’m crazy about travelling 

and reading books. I’m fond of gar-

dening and going to museums. I 

like theatre very much.  

 

      No doubt, teaching is my call-

ing. I followed in my mother’s 

footsteps. She was a teacher of the 

Russian language and Literature 

and influenced my choice. I don’t 

regret of becoming a teacher and I 

wouldn’t take up another job if I 

had a choice. I finished school №15 

in Borisov and I’m proud of having 

worked here.  

 

   The most interesting lesson I’ll 

never forget is “Shopping”.  

    

    I love all my pupils very much. 

They are all clever and industrious 

and I keep them all deep in my 

heart. I have never had bad pupils 

in my life. I’m a happy teacher. My 

pupils also teach  me to be toler-

ant and understanding and I think 

they give me good lessons almost 

every day.  

 

     There are some differences be-

tween the contemporary lessons 

and the lessons of the past. We 

speak more at the lessons and the 

lessons have become more inter-

esting with the usage of some 

technical teaching aids. 

 

       Up-to-date teachers must be 

intelligent, well-read, PC-literate, 

creative and tolerant. They must 

be all-round persons and they 

should love their pupils. In my 

opinion, up-to-date teacher must-

n’t be rude, bossy, cruel, inatten-

tive and lazy.  

 

      Never give up teaching. It’ll 

bring you happiness and satisfac-

tion. Up-to-date pupils are clever 

and grateful. 

    Tatiana Vladimirovna Maevskaya 

2017-2018 

 

  The motto that leads me in my life is: “Nothing 

is impossible for a willing heart”. 

      Never give up teaching. It’ll bring you 

happiness and satisfaction. Up-to-date pupils 

are clever and grateful. 



       

         I finished school in 1999. In 2000 

I became a student of Minsk State Ped-

agogical Institute of Foreign Languages 

and graduated from it in 2005. In 2005 

I started working as a teacher of Eng-

lish. 

       My hobbies are history, music and 

football .  

      I think teaching is my calling. Personal believes I had after finishing school 

and desire to be useful influenced my choice of becoming a teacher. I believe 

that teaching and translating are 2 lines I am keen on. If you are a husband and 

a father your choice of job should depend not only on your vocation and likes 

but on financial aspect – I always take it into account. Time will show and put 

everything on its places.  

I came to school 15 by chance, by lucky chance. I am proud of working here. 

As a teacher I face challenges practically every day so it is hard to say. We 

had better speak about exciting and non-standard moments but not about les-

sons.   

Definitely. I keep all my students deep in my heart. Some of them have al-

ready finished universities – it is nice to see them now discussing moments of 

life. Sure they can teach me. If you work with senior students you cannot but 

treat them like adults. Teaching is cooperation and cooperation has always been 

a matter of give and take.  

School always reflects life. Priorities have changed; people have become 

money- and career-oriented. Students learn things which can give them benefits 

in future and teachers are to bear it in their minds. Modern lessons are comput-

erized, tend to copy life (communicative method of teaching), contain more 

elements of game and show. Modern teachers must be smart, democratic (is it 

good?), creative, keen on psychology. Mustn’t be diehard and ignorant. 

Ivan Mikhaylovich Samtsevich 

My family and self-improvement lead me in    

my life. 

2017-2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try to 

understand 

your kids, 

encourage their 

lust for 

knowledge and 

do your best to 

develop their 

individuality. 

 



  I finished secondary school in 

Maloyaroslavets Kaluga region in 

Russia in 1989 and in 1990 I entered 

Russian State Pedagogical University  

in St.Petersburg. I got a specialization  

of the teacher of English and German 

languages.  

    I started working at school №15 in 

Borisov in 1996 after I had got mar-

ried to a military man from Belarus 

and had moved to Borisov to live to-

gether.  

    I got the first grade in teaching in 

2006. I’ve got the Certificates of 

Honour  from the local Department of 

Education.  

     I’m fond of collecting . I’ve been 

collecting magnets for three years. I 

have about 300 of them in my collec-

tion. Before magnets I had collected 

teddy bears. There were 270 of them.  

    I think teaching is not my calling. 

It was just a spontaneous decision to 

devote my life to studying English. 

But I’ve never thought of becoming a 

teacher. It’s not my cup of tea. If I 

had a chance, I would take up another 

job, may be I would become a psy-

chologist. 

     When I failed my entering exams 

after leaving school I had worked as a 

hospital attendant at a chemist’s for a 

year. It was a good experience for 

me. 

    I think that the most interesting 

lesson  in my life will be ahead. 

    I wouldn’t like to hurt somebody’s 

feelings that’s why I won’t name the 

class I liked most of all. But it was 

really impressive, unusual and I keep 

it deep in my heart. I’m absolutely 

sure that pupils can often teach  their 

teachers. 

   The present day lessons are mobile 

and more communicative. 

   Up-to-date teachers must be crea-

tive and hardworking, they mustn’t 

be very strict. 

   Be good people and your pupils 

will access it, be good specialists and 

the society will access it. 

  

                                     Zhanna Aleksandrovna Gotseva  

                 Rising Stars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE GOOD 

PEOPLE AND 

YOUR PUPILS 

WILL ACCESS 

IT, BE GOOD 

SPECIALISTS 

AND THE 

SOCIETY WILL 

ACCESS IT. 

         The motto that leads me in my life is: 

“Never start doing the thing you won’t be able 

to finish”.                              



       I was born in Borisov and at the 

age of 7 I entered school №15. I 

was an excellent pupil and liked 

studying very much. School years 

were the happiest for me. My fa-

vourite subject at school was Eng-

lish. I can say that I followed my 

parents’ footsteps as they had got 

their education at Gorky State Peda-

gogical Institute in Russia. They 

were going to be teachers of Chem-

istry and Biology and to work at the 

same school, but there were not two 

vacancies, so they decided at the 

plant together.  

  As I finished school with a medal I 

had to take only one exam in Eng-

lish to enter the university. I passed 

it successfully and became a student 

of  Minsk  State Pedagogical Insti-

tute. I studied hard at the Institute 

and got excellent marks in my Di-

ploma. I wanted to become a good 

teacher, but studying is not enough 

to be a good professional. You can 

become a good specialist only hav-

ing a lot of practice. 

   In 1997 I began my career as a 
young specialist at school №16 and 
got my first qualification there. 
Since 2003 I have been working as a 
teacher of English  in our gymnasia 
and I’m proud of it. In 2007 I got 

the 1st qualification category. I also 
visited courses where I improved 

my qualification. 
    I believe that teaching is my call-

ing. I can’t imagine my life without 

my pupils. I like to teach them the 

language I love and I hope that my 

students will love English as much 

as I do. If I had a chance  I would 

choose this job again. 

       I love all my pupils very much. 

Each of them is unique. I keep 

them all deep in my heart. In my 

opinion pupils teach us every day 

to be honest, tolerant  and  appreci-

ate them not only for their good 

marks at school. 

  I liked the lessons I had at school, 

but nowadays teachers have more 

opportunities, they can use comput-

er technologies and interactive 

methods, which help them make 

their lessons more interesting  and 

stimulate pupils for  successful 

studying.    

An up-to-date teacher must be PC-

literate, know modern technologies 

of studying  and children’s psy-

chology and they mustn’t be con-

servative. I think they should love 

their pupils and their job and then 

they will never have to work a day 

in their life. 

2017-2018                                    Irina  Nikolaevna Mushtenko 

                 Rising Stars 

       The motto that leads me in my life is: “ Be yourself in any difficult 

situation in your life”.                          

      I’d like to advise young teachers to be confident, patient and understanding. 

I think they should love their pupils and their job and  then they will never have 

to work a day in their life. 



   I finished school №15 in Borisov 

in 1976. I entered Archangelsk State 

Pedagogical Institute in 1979. I 

started working in a secondary 

school  in Archangelsk region in 

1984. I got a qualification of a 

teacher of English. Now I’m a 

teacher of the Highest Grade. I’ve 

got the Certificates of Honour  from 

the local Department of Education 

and the Certificates of Honour  from 

the regional Department of Educa-

tion. My hobbies are cooking and 

camping. 

      I think that teaching is my call-

ing. My granddad and my aunts in-

fluenced my choice of profession. 

All of them were teachers.   

    I And I have never regretted of 

becoming a teacher. If I had a 

choice I wouldn’t take up another 

job. I chose school №15  because I 

am a school-leaver of this educa-

tional establishment. It was pleasant  

to come there as a teacher. 

    

My most interesting lesson was my 

visit to London where my pupils 

and me had great experience in 

communicating, touching, feeling 

and making new friends. This trip 

taught me a lot. 

   The dearest pupils are the school-

leavers of 1996. We were real 

friends. We have been keeping cor-

respondence for many years.  

      There is a great difference be-

tween the contemporary lessons 

and the lessons of the past. Now we 

use computers and  they help us to 

do everything quickly.  

But  I’m always for a classical vari-

ant. 

  In my opinion an up-to-date teach-

er must  love his/her pupils. An up-

to-date teacher mustn’t refuse from 

new things.  

       Elena Nikolaevna Guseva 

   My motto is: “If you like what you do 

everything will be OK”. 

                 Rising Stars 

 

                                                                        Be devoted to what you do! 



 
     I finished school in 2004. Then I entered Minsk State Linguistic 

University and graduated in 2009. My first place of work was Pe-

resadskaya School. But I didn’t stay there for long. And in 2012 I 

became a teacher of English here.  

My pupils’ good marks and their interest in the English language are 

the best rewordings for me. I don’t have much time for hobbies but I 

like to play board games with my friends or family. 

I can’t say that I have some motto in my life I like Scarlet O’Hara’s 

expression:  I don’t want to think about it today, I’ll think about it 

tomorrow. And I also try not to worry about trifles beforehand.  

When people ask me if being a teacher is my calling they expect that 

I’ll say – yes, of course it is. But I haven’t decided yet whether it’s 

the one or not. I like my job and enjoy working with children. 

I didn’t follow in my parents’ footsteps – they work at a plant. I was 

good at English and wasn’t very good at Maths and Chemistry. 

That’s why the choice of the University was obvious – Minsk State 

Linguistic University. 

I don’t regret of becoming a teacher. But sometimes I doubt if my 

choice was right. If I had a chance to change it I’m not sure that I 

would do it. But who knows… 

I have always wanted to work exactly at this gymnasium because it’s 

my Alma Mater. I remembered that it was a great school and my 

memories drove me back but this time as a teacher. 

2017-2018 

  Marina Pavlovna  Maksimenko 

                 Rising Stars 

       I don’t want to think about it today, I’ll 

think about it tomorrow. And I also try not to 

worry about trifles beforehand.  



       I always try to improve something in my work. So I believe that the 

most interesting lesson is still in my future. But I think I’ll never forget 

my first lesson with the pupils of the 11th form. I was young, inexperi-

enced and a little embarrassed and they were so brave, insolent and self-

assured … It was good experience for me. 

Most of my pupils impress me day by day in this or that way. Some of 

them impress me with their desire to learn and hard work others – with 

their laziness and indifference. They give me “good lessons” every sin-

gle day and I strongly believe that we should also learn from our pupils. 

A teacher must learn every day of his\her life, move further in his\her 

development. 

The difference between the schools in past and up-to-date schools is 

great. And not only because of some modern equipment and beautiful 

books with bright pictures. Nowadays we devote much time to commu-

nication on our lessons while I remember that 12 years ago we wrote 

lots of spellings, read not very interesting texts and retold them. There 

were no projects and little creative tasks. So I think that lessons are 

more interesting and effective now. 

An up-to-date teacher must be full of beans, develop his\her skills and 

learn together with his students. An up-to-date teacher mustn’t lose self-

respect. 

I’m not experienced enough to give advice but I’m eager to hear one. 

My pupils’ good marks and their interest 

in the English language are the best 

rewordings for me.  

2017-2018 

     Marina Pavlovna  Maksimenko 

                 Rising Stars 



all interesting , I do my best. 

There are many pupils that im-

pressed me greatly and I keep 

them deep in my heart. I think that 

pupils can’t  teach their teachers, 

but they can make their teachers 

teach them properly.  

   There is a great difference be-

tween the contemporary lessons 

and the lessons of the past. Now 

we have computers, and in the 

past we didn’t have them. That’s 

the only difference, to my mind. 

An up-to-date teacher must teach 

and not simply sit on the chair. An 

up-to-date teacher mustn’t be in-

different to the pupils, must con-

stantly improve his/her 

knowledge. 

  Do your best in order to teach 

pupils, be creative and love your 

work. 

       I finished school №8 in Borisov 

in 1968. After finishing school in 

1970 I entered Minsk State Pedagog-

ical Institute of Foreign Languages. I 

started working in Pruzhany  Brest 

Region in 1975. Now I’m a teacher 

of the Highest Grade.                        

My hobby is cooking.  

     I believe that teaching is my call-

ing. My teacher of English Zoya 

Yefimovna Kupriyanova influenced 

my choice of profession. And I have 

never regretted of becoming a teach-

er. If I had a choice I would choose 

this job again. I chose school №15 

because I was invited to work there 

by my teacher. I’m proud to work at 

our gymnasia.  

I remember all my lessons, they are 

          My motto is: “Live and Learn”. 

2017-2018 

     Lyudmila Aleksandrovna Baranova 

                 Rising Stars 

Do your best in 

order to teach 

pupils, be crea-

tive and love 

your work. 



I’m Nadezhda Galkevich. I was born on July, 26, 1978 in the town 

of Borisov, Minsk region. I finished Gymnasia № 1 in 1993. In 

1997 I graduated from the Pedagogical College in Borisov. In 2008 

I graduated from Minsk State Linguistic University by correspond-

ence.  

I am a teacher of English of the first qualification with the total 

length work of 17 years. And now I’m working as an English 

teacher in the State Educational Establishment “Gymnasia № 3 in 

Borisov”. I’ve been working there since 2016. I am also the class 

teacher of Form 6 A. There are 21 pupils in my class. They’re very 

active and participate in contents of different levels. I’m always 

proud of them when they achieve success.  

I love my job. It encourages my growth because to do it well re-

quires sustainable education and training.  

 

    "A good teacher is like a candle - it 

consumes itself to light the way for others." 

                           Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 

2017-2018 

   Nadezhda Vasilievna Galkevich   

                 Rising Stars 


